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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM DAWN SMITH 

 

 Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by 
parents or carers? It will do this by abolishing the defence of reasonable 
chastisement. Please provide an explanation for your response. What groups 
would be impacted by the change (for example, parents, children, public 
services, the legal profession, etc)? 

 

My Response: 

I don’t support the Bill’s aim.   

In the Bible it says to spare the rod and spoil the child. Proverbs 13:24  Whoever 
spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their children is careful to 
discipline them. 

I am an Auntie and have worked with children in schools’ settings for many years.  
Children need discipline and I can say that I’ve seen some dreadful behaviour at 
work due to a lack of discipline in schools nowadays.  When I was at school it was 
still possible to get the belt and I would have to say, there was more respect for staff 
in schools at that time. 

A smack is one way of disciplining a child and if done in a loving way, will correct the 
child and stop them from harming themselves.  I think it’s important that parents can 
do this.  Sometimes a child will not understand a psychological chat but will 
understand what a smack means; that they’ve done something wrong and there is a 
consequence. 

A smack is not the same as abuse and the current law already protects children from 
abuse. 

A child doesn’t think the same way as an adult, nor reasons like an adult and 
requires to be protected and looked after.  It has been popular to tell children their 
rights and the authorities have put less emphasis on children knowing their 
responsibilities.  I think that the current Government have encouraged children to be 
less respectful of authority in this respect. 

I do not want to see good parents turned into criminals if smacking were banned.  
They have such an important job to do and the Government needs to support them, 
not to make a difficult job almost impossible in some cases. 

 


